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INVITATION 


Please mark your calendar for Sunday, January 6, 1973, and join the Board of 
Directors from 4:00 to 6:00 P.M., at the Shaw Mansion, for coffee and/or cock- 
tails. Use this occasion to bring your friends and share with them the beauty 
of this historic house. We are doing our bit to preserve energy, so the man- 
sion will be lighted almost entirely by candles. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING 


The Board of Directors of the NLCHS met at the Mansion, November 19, 1973. 
Committees were named as follows: 


HOUSE: Mrs. Knox, Mr. Scott 

“FINANCE: Messers Smith, Mahan & Rowe 

AUDIT: Mr. Wadleigh, Miss Grimes 

MEMBERSHIP: Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Whitten 

PROGRAM: Messers Bernstein & Soderberg 
PUBLICATION: Messers Cone, Small, Wadleigh, Mayhew 


The Board passed a unanimous resolution commending Dr. Wies for his careful 
restoration of his house on Whale Oil Row. | | 


Mrs. Knox discussed restoration work. In progress (of sorts) is work aimed 
at restoring a bedroom on the second floor. Funds have been requested for 
restoration of the dining room fireplace and that in the aforesaid bedroom. 


The Publication Committee reported that they have meetings on December 6th 
and 13th with publishers interested in the publication of our book, THE 


WHALING CITY = A HISTORY OF NEW LONDON, by [r. Robert Owen Decker. Messers 
Meyhew and Winthrop are working on illustrations for the book, and would ap= 
preciate assistance from the membership in locating pictures, etc. 


ONLY .88 YEARS AGO 


| Fort Bridger, Wyo. 
Dear Father & Mother, 7 Dec. 7, 1885 


Received your letter yesterday. Matters are rather unsettled here just now. 
There are fears of trouble with the Mormons and nearly all the troops in the 
Department from Fort Sidney, west, are under orders to be ready to move at a 
moment's notice, while a platoon of Artillery from Omaha is ordered to Salt 
Lake City at once. The immediate cause of the trouble is as follows: 


A short time ago, a U.S. deputy marshall at Salt Lake City, who had been in- 
strumental in arresting some prominent Mormons, was late at night attached by 
four men, armed with clubs, who had evidently been lying in wait for him. In 
self defense he fired a revolver and severely wourided one of the assailants 
who proved to be a somewhat prominent Mormon, formerly a missionary and there 
on duty at the "Tithing House'’. The affair was soon noised ebroad and the 
excitement ran very high. It was feered that the deputy marshall's life would 
not be safe for a moment if he were left in the city, and he was speedily re- 
moved under a military guard to Fort LTouglass, four miles from the city, where 
he is still held pending an investigation of the matter. Since then there has 
been great excitement in the city, and the defiant and incendiary tone of the 
Mormon press led to fears of a general riot. It was even rumored that 2 con- 
certed attempt was to be made by the Mormons to rescue all the prisoners under 
indictment for polygamy. 


These circumstances resulted in the orders to which I have alluded. The order 
to get ready to move reeched us by telegraph Saturday night, and we were busy 
curing a good portion of the night, packing up and getting ready. No further 
orders have come és yet and we are in a very unsettled state, uncertain whether 
we shall go or stay. Although past events have shown the Mormons to be capa= 
ble of almost anything in the way of secret assassinations, I think that the 
Mormon leaders are too shrewd to order any open attack which would place them 
in antagonism with Gov't. Still in case of a sudden riot in Salt Lake CLey, 
the minority of Gentiles and their property would fare hardly. I have not time 
at present to write about the other matter which is on my mind. 


If I get a chance I will send by the same mail with this, one of the recent 
Salt Lake Papers (Gentile) which will give some account of how matters ere 
going on from a Gentile standpoint. 3 
Christopher 


(Editor's comment: We do not have Christopher’ s last name, but we do have a 
few more letters which we will publish in due time. He was a young officer 
in the Army and we wish we had several more of his letters so we could fill 
in ig gaps. We will also continue with Abel Spicer's diary in the next is- 
sue. 
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HINTS FOR THE COMING HOLIDAYS 
To prevent one from getting intoxicated with drinking: You may undoubtedly 
prevent the accidents resulting from hard drinking, if before dinner you eat, 
in sallad, four or five tops of raw cabbages. 


Another way: Eat five or six bitter almonds fasting: this will have the same 


To correct a bad flavour in wine: Put in «4 bag a handful of garden parsley 
and let it hang by the bung hole in the cask, for one week at least. Then 
take it out. 


To prevent the breath from smelling of wine: Chew a root of iris troglotida, 
and no one can discover, by your breath, whether you have been drinking wine 
or not. | 

All above from ''Valuable Secrets", 1795. 


LINE OF HISTORICAL 
REGIMENTAL FIGURES 


AVAILABLE IN PEWTER 


A line of 16 early American infantry figures 
in authentic uniforms, and case in pewter, is 
currently being made available to history buffs. 


The figures run the gamut from Oglethorpe's 
soldiers (1737) to Civil War units and nine 
Revolutionary War regimentals are included. Five 
cannon covering these periods are also available. 


The figures stand 3''=3 5/8"' high. Most are on 

ebony-finish mounts, the balance are on pewter 

bases. All project exquisite aaeee in uniforms, 
guns and features. 


A catalog of the line is available without cost 
from Hanru oe Corp., Box 583"H, Rye, New 
York, 10580. 


ACCESSIONS 


History of Royal Arch Masonry in Conn., by James R. Case = Gift of author. 

The Timbrel - a collection of sacred music. Boston, 1848. Gift of Harry & 
Marian Morse. Book belonged to his great grandfather & mother. 

Map of New London (water color) by Donald G. Mitchell, on reverse a genealogy 


of the Shaw family, with drawing of the Shaw Mansion ca. 1830 = Gift of 
Mrs. Walter Troy, Old Lyme, via Alfred Bingham, Salem. 
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1 dozen silver-plated knives and 3-tined forks, with bone handles; gift of 
Mrs. Clifford Root, Sunderland, Mass. 


Please do not forget to notify the office of a change of address. 


Mrs. Albina Hamel - Eustodian 
Mrs, Adam Knox = Curator 


Tel. 443-1209 


Society - Shaw Mansion 
11 Blinman Street 
New London, Conn. 06320 
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